NAYAN DAVE
Ahmedabad, November 27

WITH GROUNDNUT SEED
processors and oil milless
expecting lower kharif crop of
2.5 million tonneinthe curzent
season as against nearly 3.5
miilion tonue in the last one,
groundnut prices have soared
to 12,000 per 20 kg in soine
mandies in Gujarat.

At Hapamandiin fammagar
district, fanmers sold ground-
nut at record 2,050 per 20 kg
lastweek Althoughthis record-
breaking price was for high
quality groundnut,on an aver-
age groundnut is being sold at
prices ranging from 31,100 1o
$1,850per 2d kg inlocal man-
dis. While the Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP) for groundnut
for the current year is 11,170
per 20 kg groundnut growers
aregetting muchhigher prices
for their produce. This has
resulted inalmost tatal lack of
procurement by nearly 160
groundnut procurement cen-
tres opened by the National
Agricultural Cooperative Mar-
keting Federation of India Ltd
(Nafed) in association with
Gujarat State Co-operative
Markefting Federation Lid.

Sources in Nafed said
groundnut procurement cen-
tres have been opened overthe
past one month todirectly pur-
chase groundnut fromfanmers
at MSP but dll Saturday
evening farmers had hardly
sold 3 tonne of groundnuts to
thesecentras

“Wehave permissiontoboy
up to 1 miliion tenne of
groundnutin Gujarat at MSP.
Looking at the current situa-
tiononly 39,539 Grmers have
registered themselves to sell
their produce at these centres.
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Since they are getting much,
higher prices in the openmar-|
ket,natwrally theyare not com-|
ing to us. Nafed centres will}
remain open till fanuary 26,
2023 said the source.

Industry observers said,
groundnut is in great demand|
this season. Oil millers and
groundnutseed processoes have!
started buying the commodity,
in large quantities. Expen
demand for groundnuts has|
also increased Besides, thereare
encouraging inquiries from
Chinese buyers for groundnut,
cil, sources revealed. " We are
expecting groundnut crop to
remaln around 2.5 million,
tonne for 2022-23," said Samir,
Shah,president of Gujarat State.
Edlible Oils and Ol Seed s Assod-
atien, Groundnut sowing is at
itslowestat neacly 1.7 million
hectare this kharif seasoncom-
pared to 2 peakof 2.1 million
hectareduringkharif 2020sea-
son, said Kishor Viradia, presi-|
dent of Saurashtra Oil Mills/
Association (SOMA).

Alarge numberof farmersing
Gujarat have shifted from
greundnut o cotton, said Vira-|
diaadding that unscasonalrain
in October this year too caused
damage to groundnut erop!
whichaffected production. As|
per a survey of Solvent Extrac-:
tors Asseciation of ndia (SEATY
Gujarat is likely to witness
nearly 3 million tonne of
groundnut production.

However, local raders, bro-
kers and oil mitlers are expect-
ing production of groundnut
somewhere between 2,5 mil-
licn tonae to 2.8 million tonne
of produce. Gujarat is the
higgest producer of roundnat
inIndiafollowed by Rajasthar,
Tamil Nadu, andhrs Pradesh
and Karnataka.





